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Food Bank of Alaska Mobilizes Community for Thanksgiving
Blessing as Need Surges Across Alaska

Anchorage, Alaska — November 17, 2025 - Food Bank of Alaska is gearing up for one of the
largest community service events in southcentral Alaska, Thanksgiving Blessing, now entering
its third decade of providing holiday meals to Alaskan families. With lingering impacts from the
prolonged government shutdown and ongoing disaster recovery across several communities,
more households are turning to Food Bank of Alaska and our partners for support.

This year, thousands of volunteers will help distribute 11,000 Thanksgiving meal boxes to
families across Anchorage and Mat Su. The scale of need continues to grow. Many families are
navigating unstable income, delayed benefits, and disaster displacement. Thanksgiving
Blessing remains a vital resource that offers more than a meal. It brings comfort, dignity, and a
sense of season for Alaskans facing a difficult holiday.

“Alaska has been through a lot this year. Families are doing everything they can to stay steady,”
said Cara Durr, CEO of Food Bank of Alaska. “Thanksgiving Blessing is a moment when our
whole community steps up. For anyone wanting to help, a gift of $40 provides a full
Thanksgiving meal for a family of four in Anchorage, Mat Su or Cordova.”

For more than 20 years, Thanksgiving Blessing has united faith communities, nonprofits,
volunteers, and local leaders to share food and hospitality with families across Alaska. Food
Bank of Alaska provides turkeys, apples, and potatoes. Each site coordinates the rest of the
meal and recruits volunteers to make the event possible.

“Our partners and volunteers put an incredible amount of heart into this,” said Anthony Reinert,
Chief Programs Officer. “Every meal box represents a family that will sit down together and feel
supported during a tough season. That is what this event is all about.”

“This community shows up,” added Daniel Bentle, Chief Philanthropy Officer. “These volunteers
and partners are the reason thousands of families can count on a holiday meal. That generosity
reflects the very best of Alaska.”

Families can find flyers, eligibility details, and location information at
foodbankofalaska.org/blessing.



https://foodbankofalaska.org/blessing.

EVENT DETAILS:

MAT-SU THANKSGIVING BLESSING
Date: Saturday, November 22

Time: 10am-4pm or until food runs out
Locations:

e Faith Bible Fellowship: 14149 W Hollywood Rd, Big Lake
e Real Life Church: 10697 E Palmer-Wasilla Hwy, Palmer
e Wasilla Bible Church: 1651 W Nicola Ave, Wasilla

e Church on the Rock: Mile 99 Parks Hwy, Talkeetna

e Willow Methodist Church: Mile 67.5 Parks Hwy, Willow

ANCHORAGE THANKSGIVING BLESSING

Date: Monday, November 24
Time: 2-7pm or until food runs out
Locations:

e Mountain View Community Center: 315 Price St, Anchorage

e Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints: 11701 Puma St, Anchorage

e New Season Community Development: 639 W International Airport Rd #24, Anchorage
e Central Lutheran Church: 1420 Cordova St, Anchorage

e St. Patrick’s Parish: 2111 Muldoon Rd, Anchorage

e Joy Lutheran Church: 10111 E Eagle River Loop Rd, Eagle River

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES:

1. Pre Event Box Build | Wednesday, November 19 from 12-2pm
CIRI employees will be prepacking Thanksgiving meal boxes in Food Bank of Alaska’s
warehouse. This is an opportunity to capture preparation, behind the scenes work, and
interviews with Food Bank of Alaska’s leadership team.
2. Thanksgiving Blessing Distribution Sites
Reporters can capture distribution activities, volunteer engagement, and interviews with
site hosts.
e Mat Su: Saturday, November 22
e Anchorage: Monday, November 24
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Katie Schrooten

Director of Marketing and Communications
Food Bank of Alaska
kschrooten@foodbankofalaska.org

Call or text: 907-903-4867
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About Food Bank of Alaska

Food Bank of Alaska is a registered 501(c)(3) whose mission is to eliminate hunger in Alaska by
obtaining and providing food to partner agencies feeding hungry people and through anti-hunger
leadership. Founded in 1979, the Food Bank provides food and grocery products through a
network of 150+ Partner Agencies and nutrition programs, serving nearly 20,000 people every
week. Headquartered in Anchorage, the Food Bank serves the entire state of Alaska. For more

information on the Food Bank and its programs, visit foodbankofalaska.org, find us on
Facebook or follow us on X.



http://www.foodbankofalaska.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FoodBankofAlaska
https://x.com/FoodBankofAK
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